September  7, 2010 MOUNT JOY TOWNSHIP - RECREATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES

The Mount Joy Township Recreation Board met on September 7, 2010.  Present for the meeting were Lynn Anne Sukeena, Chairperson, Elizabeth Ibex and Sandi Cooper.

 Louis Shuba and Toby Hartlaub were not present.  

Call to Order:  Lynn Anne called the meeting to order at 7:05pm.

Approval of Minutes:   Motion was made by Lynn Anne Sukeena to approve minutes of the July 6, 2010.  Motion was seconded by Elizabeth Ibex. Motion carried by Lynn Anne and Elizabeth.  Sandi Cooper abstained.
Others in Attendance:  Robert Rhodes, Supervisor – Gil Clark, Supervisor and Jerry Maloney, resident.

Public Comment:  None


Reporters:  None

Chairperson Statement:  None

Treasurer’s Report: There was no Treasurer’s Report.  Gil Clark, Supervisor came to the meeting to bring us up to date with this situation. The Recreation Fees that are collected due to new housing development impact fees. According to our Solicitor, Susan Smith, we are not able to use the funds because when they were originally collected by the previous Board of Supervisors, they failed to do something that was required by law to do. The residents contributing those fees were to specifically designate a “purpose” for which these funds are to be used, for example,  to be used to buy something for Mud College Park (as unofficially named at that time) or for whatever reason.  This was never done. The monies are now in Limbo. Gil advised us that the solicitor said technically if the money was not used in three years we had to give it back to the resident.  When time came for the funds to be used at the end of the three year period, the previous supervisors just used a lot of those funds to go to Littlestown and Gettysburg Park Districts and some were used for other things but not at the resident’s direction.  Susan Smith   said that is not a legal use.  It can’t be used now on our own park because it was never designated for that purpose.  So if our residents don’t know that money is sitting there, they can’t designate it or ask for it back.  Sandi asked if we could use the Interest and Gil said no that it all goes back.  The ethical thing to do is to let the people know it’s here and give it back to them.  This problem is the concern of the Supervisors and not of the Recreation Board except for the fact that we no longer have any money to spend.   Gil said that we should not let that be a problem. If we feel we need something to do done, we just need to identify it and let the Supervisors know and if they agree, they will appropriate money for it.  Lynn Anne inquired about the money already spent.  Are those people entitled to get their money back? The question was raised as to how far back this using Rec Fees started and no one was certain.  Elizabeth stated she had some of the old Recreation Notes and might be able to find that out.  Bob Rhodes thought it may have been as far back as 2005 or 2006.  Elizabeth suggested we just start now by calling the residents whose money is coming due and asking them how they want it designated to be spent and give them some suggestions.  Jerry Malone asked since there is only one Park why do we have to even ask how do they want to designate it?  Gil stated that the township solicitor should be able to figure out how this should proceed.  He also said that the Rec Board should still proceed with their function and if we feel there is a need to buy something for the Park then we should present it to the Supervisors and they will decide whether or not it is appropriate or feasible.  Lynn Anne said that John had already stated that we could use money if needed from the General Fund.  Conversation went on about after we’ve used money from the General Fund to reimburse if from the Rec Fees once this is settled.  Gil said he didn’t think that could happen legally.  The question came up as to why each of the amounts on this report was for a different amount.  Gil said he really would want to look into that.  Elizabeth suggested maybe the amount of land you had determined it. No one at the meeting knew the answer. It was all done prior to anyone in the room had been involved.  Elizabeth will put this into the Supervisor’s Report for further study by the Solicitor.

Correspondence:  None

Old Business:  We reminded the Supervisors the park has to be open by the 15th of September and the cows off and the fence removed.  The park is named Mount Joy Township Park.  The sign is completed but it could not be laminated.  Staples should be able to do it.  Lynn Anne said the actual ledge over the top of the sign should be a little larger to protect it.  Gil said the Lamination should protect it.  Sandi Cooper said her kids bring laminated stuff home all the time and it really doesn’t protect it from everything from water.  Bob Rhodes said that he’ll take the sign to Staples and the township will fix it so it’ll be operational by the time the Park opens.  If it needs to be changed later down the road, they’ll make it happen. For the time being, this will be sufficient. It was then suggested to run a line of epoxy around the edges which should protect it. Gil then stated that he was certain that the cows were off.  Gil said that John has this under control that there is going to be a pole to put up the sign.    

New Business: A. Recommendation for the Board of Supervisors to Open the Mud College Schoolhouse Park by September 15, 2010 as required by DCNR.   Gil brought up the fact that The Evening Sun blasted us in an Editorial for not having a park.  Lynn Anne stated she would like the Sun to investigate what happened to all the money that was paid for 16 acres when West Manheim spent the same amount of money for 113 acres.  Where did the money go to? Who paid the taxes on it?  Why didn’t The Sun investigate that? Gil then reminded us that the 16 acres was phase one of four phases. The whole park was going to be 50 acres! The application submitted to the state indicated four phases.  Additional phases were to purchase the additional acres owned by Hartlaub.  Per Bob, John Gormont did challenge that in a prior meeting and Mr. Waybright denied that it was being discussed. Gil said he saw the document.  Gil suggested that expanding the park is never going to happen which leaves us with a parcel of land that is divided by three streams and swampland.  Lynn Anne said a friend of theirs tried to buy it years ago for $7K and they weren’t allowed to purchase it due to the water table being so high.  Gil said the original thinking was that the first 16 acres wouldn’t amount to much but when you added the rest of it to make 50 acres than you would have something (speculation). As a resident speaking, Gil, said at some point in the future we should have a nice park but it should be in the middle of the Township where everyone will be able to get to it easily – not where it is.  We could buy some nice flat, dry land for a Ball Field and park eventually.  Jerry Maloney said we could easily buy a larger tract of acreage for around $7500 an acre now.  Gil said we could have bought 50 acres around here for the money that was used for the 16 acres. Jerry said that we could do that easily. Even if we sold the 16 acres, DCNR would want their money back.. Gil said we, Rec Board, can use this land with minimal money.  Elizabeth and Gil had discussed the use as a Nature Park.  Elizabeth said involve the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts in the area to make Bird Houses, Signs and be a part of creating the park.  The township children can be enlisted to help work on it also.  Lynn Anne said that it’s a great idea.  Gil said the other problem is that the Mud College Committee is opposed to anything going there because it could be detrimental to the School House.  The more people around there, the more chances there would be of vandalism to the Schoolhouse.   The idea to put in Play Equipment that would have been used in 1890 and expand that theme.  Seesaws, a rope swing.  The Recreation Board should come up with more on the theme of the Nature Park. Maybe then the Evening Sun would then report something positive about the present Township.    It was agreed that the Nature Park would be a good use.  There aren’t that many in the immediate area.  Gil said we could have had an excellent park if we weren’t saddled with having to pay for this one.  Elizabeth suggested that the Recreation Board meet at the Park before the opening to walk the area and make sure the cows are out and review for future possibilities.  It was agreed that we met on Friday, September 10, 2010 at 4:30 pm.  Elizabeth will contact the Committee members that are not present.

B. Gil Clark was here also to advise that the Township received a letter on August 5, 2010 from DCNR that they did not approve the revisions that an Adhoc Group of MJT residents made to the Original Comprehensive Plan.  The letter from DCNR stated the reasons for the rejection were mostly procedural and John and Gil are going to review their denial with our solicitor and meet with DCRN within the next month. 

Motions:  1) Make sure the Park Sign is laminated, and to place it in the opening of the fence. 2) Open Mount Joy Township Park on September 15, 2010 was made. 3) Motion to welcome Sandi Cooper as the newest member was announced.  4) Motion to submit to the Supervisors a possible use for a Nature Park to be considered for Mount Joy Township Park was made. 

All these motions were carried unanimously.

Final Public Comments: None

Final Comments:  Lynn Anne thanked Gil Clark and all for attending and updating us with his comments.

Meeting Date:  The next meeting date is: Tuesday, December 7, 2010 – 7pm

Adjournment:  Motion was made to adjourn at 8:15 and was carried unanimously.

Submitted by Elizabeth A. Ibex, Secretary.

